Philippians 3:12-19 (NIV with military paraphrase)
	12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.
	12I have not yet become the soldier that Jesus recruited me to be, but I am trying hard to learn what a soldier in God’s army looks like and I am working to become one.

	13Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it.  But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,
	13I know that I am not the best soldier yet, but I know I can become a better soldier by forgetting about the pleasures of the world and concentrating intensely on succeeding as a soldier in God’s army.

	14I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
	14I struggle to be the best of the best for I know that is what God expects out of each of his soldiers.

	15All of us who are mature should take such a view of things.  And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you.
	15All soldiers who have been in combat know that this is how things work.  If you are young and stupid you may not agree with me, but as you train to be one of God’s soldiers you will begin to understand.

	16Only let us live up to what we have already attained.
	16Since we have already enlisted, it is our duty to finish our training and fight for our Commander.

	17Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you.
	17Look around and observe the other recruits following orders, it should motivate you to stand up straight and renew your commitment to the training.

	18For, as I have often told you before and now say again even with tears, many live as enemies of the cross of Christ.
	18You have heard it from your youth and I will repeat it again because of how important it is:  there are many enemies of God’s army.

	19Their destiny is destruction, their god is their stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is on earthly things.
	19The enemies of God’s army are destined for defeat.  They serve only themselves and are proud of their status as enemies of God.  They love everything that God hates.


Ephesians 6:10-18 (NIV with military paraphrase)

	10Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.
	10Work hard to be a strong soldier and rely upon God’s strength to sustain you.

	11Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s schemes.
	11Make sure that you have your armor on because without it you are an easy target for God’s enemies.

	12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
	12God’s enemies are not the type that are easy to target and kill—they are a difficult and powerful opponent.  They use guerrilla tactics and even target the population that we recruit from making it harder to find and train good soldiers.

	13Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.
	13Get your gear on now so you’re ready when the battle starts, because it could start any day and you need to hold your ground through the fiercest fighting.

	14Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place,
	14In order to keep your pants on during the fight, you gotta know the truth.  In order to stay alive through the attack, you gotta live the truth.

	15and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.
	15You gotta be ready to move if there’s an incoming assault, not just defensively, but offensively prepared with a counterassault on the enemy—the Gospel is the one weapon we have that the enemy cannot defend against.

	16In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
	16You will be personally targeted during the enemy’s attack and you will need to have faith in God’s ability to win the war in order to recover from the attack and keep fighting.

	17Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
	17The part of your armor that protects your ability to obey commands is the salvation that comes by grace through faith; you cannot take it off because you would be too vulnerable to the enemy.  Your offensive weapon is the word of God; wielding it requires discipline and practice.  You need to train consistently to stay proficient at the use of your weapon, both by practice “sparring” sessions with fellow soldiers and active duty against the enemy.  If you don’t handle your weapon well, you will be quickly overcome by the enemy during combat.

	18And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.
	18You must be in constant communication with the Commander so He is aware of the struggles you are facing in the battle.  If you learn of another soldier that is struggling, pass along word of his need also so that he can receive help as well.  To work effectively as a combat unit, there needs to be good communication and teamwork.


